
OLVER ANNOUNCES $4.45 MILLION FOR TRANSIT SERVICES AND TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENTS IN NORTH CENTRAL MA

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that Congress has approved $4.45 million to support essential transit services and roadway improvements in the north central region of Massachusetts.

  Olver is the Ranking Member (most senior Democrat) of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Judiciary and District of Columbia (DC) and worked to secure the funding.

 "I am pleased to be able to deliver this substantial funding to help meet the transportation needs of the people who live and work here," Olver said. "Community transportation is the backbone of jobs and economic growth for communities like Fitchburg, Leominster and Gardner."

 The funding was included in the FY06 Transportation, Treasury, HUD, the Judiciary and DC Appropriations conference report approved by the House and Senate on Friday, Nov. 18, 2005. The conference report now goes to the presidentís desk to be signed into law.

 Olver added, ìMany residents are dependent upon accessible transportation to get to educational centers, health and social services, and most importantly, jobs. These funds will play a vital role in strengthening our transportation infrastructure which is incredibly valuable to the economic health and prosperity in the region."

  The conference report contains the following earmarks for the region:  $1.2 million for a storage facility adjacent to Montachusett Area Regional Transit's (MART) Fitchburg maintenance facility
  A storage facility, in a building already purchased by MART at 840 N. Main Street, Leominster, will be renovated and extended to house approximately 100 vans. It will also contain office space for management, a bus washer and a drivers' lounge. Currently, eight buses and 125 vans are parked outside overnight.

$800,000 for MART to construct a maintenance facility in Gardner
  This funding will go toward construction of a much needed garage facility in Gardner. MART currently rents space for this purpose, and the Gardner area is in need of a modern facility. The new facility will house five buses and 26 vans along with a maintenance bay, bus washer and office space. A small waiting area and drivers' lounge will be included along with parking for 40 commuters, 15 visitors and 15 staff.

$1.2 million to replace buses and vans in MART's aging fleet
  MART is in need of replacement buses and vans for its aging fleet. The need in the next two years is for six 30-passenger buses and 15 vans along with peripheral equipment to enhance the ongoing transit program.  MART will be looking toward ultra low sulfur, hybrid and alternative fuel vehicles.

$500,000 for MART Advanced Vehicle Locator System
  These funds will allow MART to increase the program it currently has in place into 45 more vehicles. At that time, AVL/MDT's (Mobile Data Terminals) will be operating in 125 vehicles. This will be the fourth phase of a project to fully equip the paratransit fleet with AVL/MDT equipment.

$750,000 for improvements to Route 31 (Ashby State Road)
  This project involves resurfacing of a 1.4-mile section of Route 31 (Ashby State Road) from John Fitch Highway to Scripture Road in the city of Fitchburg. Due to the construction of the new Fitchburg High School off Scripture Road, pedestrian sidewalks are also included on the west side of Ashby State Road.  Phase two of this project includes the reconstruction of the Ashby State Road/Scripture Road intersection. 

 ###

  Additional media contacts:
MART projects:  Mohammed Kahn, MART, 978-345-7711
  Route 31 Ashby State Road:
  Laila Michaud, Executive Director, Montachusett Regional Planning Commission, (978) 345-7376
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